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HHoussee of HHair UUKK prrovidees 100 speccialistt hhair
eexxtennssion methhodds foor all hhairr typees

AAllllAAltteerrnnaattivvee
lleennggtthhss

B
eadedWefts, Micro Rings, LA
and Express Braid-less Weave
are one of the 10 alternative hair

extension methods being offered by weave
salon the House of Hair UK. These and
other hair extension methods are widely
known in the celeb world, especially in
Los Angeles, Atlanta and New York, and
are available from this London-based
salon for all different hair textures,
making it one of the only locations that
offers so many extension methods. We
catch up with House of Hair UK founder
Ayanda Soares to find out more.

Have you always been interested in hair?
Yees, I lovee doing hairr and used tto loove haviing
myy ownhhair done frroma veryyyrry yyounng age. I
woould evveenbbraid booys’ hair in sschoool.Wheen
Iwwas inmmyeaarly teenns, I would hott combmmy
owwnhair andduse beendy rollers to ccreate cuurls.

Has it always been your intention to start
aweave extension business?
Noo, I kneww I hhad a paassion for hhair but alwways
felt that itt waas not a sustainable orr lucrativve
buusiness.. Haiirdressinngwas sommethhing thaat
I wwas doinng aas a sidee hustle for fammily andd
friends, eevvenn thoughh I worked full--time inn
thhe care ssectoor for oover 10 yearrs. I llovedmmy
job but I kkneww I wannted to earnnmooremoney
annd invesst inn a businness of my oownn.

I noticced that, duue to lack off incclusion,
alteernativeeweave serrvices couldd onnly be
affoorded bby high-payying Europeeanss and that
theerewas vvery little ooption for wworkking class,
midddle inccome custoomers likemmyseelf and no
opttions for thosewithh curly or teextuured hair, soo
oveer the yeears I becamme this proovvideer.

When did you start upHouse of Hair?
In 22013 I decided thatt I would chhangge the focuus
frommahobbby into a pprofessionaal buusiness, so
rebbrandedd and relaunnchedHousse oof Hair UK inn
20114. Thatt waswhenn I also left soociaal work andd
starrted dooing hair exttensions fulll-timme.

Was it easy to raise funding for thebusiness?
Raissing funnding has beeen an ongooingg struggle – I
havve neverr needed funding for eqquippment or
braandedmmaterials, it hhas always bbeenn to launch
a prroduct lline. A lot off banks don’’t reaally know
howw to raisse the returnn on investmmenntwithinmyy
inddustryyyrry, soo they requiire a lot of coonvvincing. I hadd
to rretain thhree times thhe loan repaaymment amounnt
inmmyaccoount for amiinimumof ssixmmonths
beffore the bankwouldd approve leendiing for
exppansion.. In an indusstryyyrry that is eever evolving, sixx
moonths cann feel like a lifetime – a lot ccan changee.

Howmanyweave systems do you offer?
Wee offer 110 differentt weave sysstemms:
1.MMicro RRings; 2. Ulttra Tips or Nannos;
3. FFusion Bonds; 4. BBraidless WWeavve aka
LA Weavee; 5.Quick WWeft; 6. Flaat WWeft; 7.
Braazilian KKnots; 8. Prre-Beaded Weffts; 9.
Invvisible FFlat Wefts; 110. Naked Weeave.

Youkeepupwith the latest extension
trends,what are celebs asking for/wearing?
A loot of higgh-profile ceelebs tend tto oopt for
fronntalwiggs or full laccewigs as a prootective
stylle. Receently I have sseen a lot oof USS celebritiess
tryyyrryiing invissible flatweeftttfft hair exteensioons, as it
alloows youu to have veersatile stylinng ooptions, likee
higghponiees,middle aand side parrtinggs, without
it loooking like youhavve aweave in.

BLACK-OWNED BUSINESS

My core market is
women aged 19-35 years
old who like modest but
sexy-looking hair. They
want additional volume
and length without
everyone knowing
they’re wearing
extensions.

“

Who is your target audience?
Me… for so long I was led to believe
I needed to create an avatar of my
ideal customer: her age, hobbies,
spending habits, etc. But, around four
to five years ago, I realised that my
perfect customer/target is me. I was
a middle-income social worker who
wanted an alternative hair solution
from weave or braids, that didn’t cost
half my monthly income and would

not damage my hair. I also like a
modest look; I love ladies looking at
me wondering ‘is that all her hair’.

Micro rings, Braidless weaves
and Brazilian knots have been my
go-to hairstyles for over seven years.
I like quality service and products
without excessive prices. I also have a
large European client base and more
flamboyant customers who like extra
thick, extra long hair.

Ayanda Soares


